18  CONSTITUTION A L LA W OF BRITISH D 0 MINIONS
Chapter Patent to abolish the use of the signet and the formal
IL intervention of any British minister. In effect, there-
fore, the Governor-General is the free choice of the
Dominion Government, subject only to the concurrence
of the King, who on the principles of ministerial
responsibility is bound to accept the advice oE the
ministry if persisted in. In this way the selection of
Lord Bessborough as the Governor-General of Canada
on February 9,1931, was made on the sole responsibility
of the Dominion Government.
It follows inevitably that the power of securing the
removal of a Governor-General before the expiry of
the normal term of office (five years) rests with the
Dominion Government, a fact of course which differ-
entiates his position vitally from that of the King in
the United Kingdom, and is in some measure incon-
sistent with the parallel drawn between the offices by
the Conference of 1926. The right, however, of the
ministry to advise removal and the practical necessity
of the King to act on such advice were asserted in July
1932 by the Governor-General of the Irish Free State
when protesting against the studied discourtesy shown
to him as the King's representative by the ministry of
the Pree State. The position is of the highest im-
portance, for it reveals the fact that the Dominions
enjoy now virtually unfettered freedom in selecting
and removing the head of the executive, subject only
to such moderating influence as might be exercised by
the King, by whom appointment and removal must
formally be approved. In neither case need the Im-
perial Government now be consulted, nor need it be
accorded any right to intervene.
(2) The change in the position of the Governor-